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“ FEAR NOT, LITTLE FLOCK; FOR IT Is YOUR FATHER’S GOOD PLEASURE TO 
GIVE YoU THE KINGDOM.”—Luke xis, 32. 
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TROUBLES OF THE TIMES. 
THs is an for | pending woes has formed one of their 


great calamities, The elements seem 
to be under a malefic influence. In 
addition to the horrors of and 
» rai and other accidents 
attending travel, murders, suicides, 
and personal mishaps startle the 
world with their frequency, and at- 
mospheric disturbances are pec 
and unusual. This is noticeable by 
persons of different views and notions. 
A feeling of uneasiness pervades the 
world People are looking for further 
disasters and wondering what will 
come next. It is a time of singular 
and.unwonted agitation. 

To the people who settled and built 
up this era events are not 
unexpected, y have been looking 
for them for years, They have every 
reason to believe that troubles and 
calamities will increase in the world. 
If it were not so, one of the evidences 
of the truth of the work in which 
they aree ed, and of the prophetic 
mission of its founder, would be lack- 
ing. The judgments of the latter 
days have been proclaimed ever since 
the organization of this Church wher- 
ever its missionaries have penetrated. 
and the warning of the world of im- 


prominent duties connected with the 
preaching of the Gospel. 

People who have no faith in ancient 
or modern revelation are looking for 
some natural cause or causes for these 
commotions and calamities. And even 
they who believe implicitly in the 

ictions of the prophets concern- 
ing these things, and who look for 
their fulfillment in and through the 
operations of nature, understanding 
that God works by and through His 
own laws, are itating upon the 
hilosophy of these occurrences, 
me, like the heathen kings of old, 
call for the astrologers and sooth- 
sayers to explain the phenomena. 
But the masses move along without 
more than a passing interest occa- 
sioned by each shocking catastrophe, 
which forms less than even a nine 
days’ wonder, 

Astrology has tried its hand at 
figuring out the influences of the 
planets under certain combinations at 
dates. Its ostications, 
while appearing to a grain or 
two of truth; abound with errors and 
form neither a — 222 events 


nor an explanation causes of 


| 
| 


influences in 


4086 
the troubles which afflict mankind 
and ap to be impending. Even 
if astrology were founded on correct 

inciples, there are conditions and 
the — — of 
which it gives no iculars, and on 
which it cannot calculate. It is, there-- 
fore, unreliable and delusive, and 


usually leads its dazzled votaries into 


the swamps of discomfiture and dis- 
intment. 


the 
and the beings who inhabit them, are 
there no other systems to which this 
is subordinate? While the planets 
with their moons revolve around the 


— of — 2 And may not 
stronger 8 powers counter - 
act the alleged forces of the planets 
and derange the influences are 
sup to exercise upon each other 
It will not do ——— on the theo- 
ries of so-called science, whether 
ancient or modern, even if they con- 
tain germs of truth, while the order 
of the universe is so imperfectly com- 
prehended by the best astronomers 
and by the star-gazers whom they 
treat with derision. 

Joseph Smith, the seer of this cen- 
tury, like Enoch and Abraham of old, 
was permitted by the Great Archi- 
tect of the heavens to gaze upon the 
worlds on high and learn somethi 


of their relations as to time, magni- 


_ tude, and space. To him was also re- 2 


vealed many things concerning coming 
events, some of which have already 
happened and others are now occurr- 
ing. The calamities of the times were 
foreshadowed to him, and those mani- 
festations harmonized with those of 
—— minds of old. The Book of 
ormon and the Doctrine and Cove- 
nants abound in warnings of these 
Both of these books came 

to us through him, but their inspira- 
tion flowed from the same source and 
D the same channel as the di- 
vine light and knowledge revealed to 

ancients. 

In the preface to the Covenants 
and Commandments, the troubles of 
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carth, called upon His 
hs 1 and revealed 
4 ormon and the 


— 


t warned of j ts to 
out the Elders for 


Here is another reference to the 
calamities of the period:— 
“How oft have I called upon 
e ministering angels, and 
mine own voice, and by i 
an the 


the latter times are predicted and the 
cause is explained in the fact that 
of the kindle’, d,” 
and the Lord, “knowing the calami 
which should 
tants of the 
servant Jose 
to him the 
commandm 
him for the worl 

the solar is 80 i 
this purpose the said, December 
27, 1832 — 

“And after your testimony cometh 

— and indignation upon the peo- 
sun, does not the whole system re. Pini 0+. 
volve around greater luminaries and r of —— 5 — 
move through space as a family of | hall cause groanings in the midst of 
worlds, 22 into other conditions her, and men shall fall upon the 
and under other influences with the ground, and shall not be able to 
stan 

And also cometh the testimony of 
the voice of r and the 
voice of lightnings, and the voice of 
＋ and the voice of the waves 
of the sea, heaving themselves beyond 
their bounds. 

And all things shall be in commo- 
tion; and — men’s hearts shall 
fail them ; for fear shall come upon 
all people. (Doctrine and Covenants, 
sec, IXXXviii, v. 88—91.) 

In September of the same years 
He said :— 

N I the Almighty, have laid my 

: upon the mations, to sco 

es shall orth, 

un ave com w 
ness. —(Ibid, sec. Ixxxiv, v. 96, 97.) 
— and by th ice of — — 8 

a voice 
and great hailstorms, and by the — 
of famines and pestilences of every 
| kind, and by the great sound of a 
trump, and by the voice of judgment, 
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and by the voice of mercy all the day 
long, and by the voice of glory and 
honor, and the riches of eternal life, 
and would have saved you with an 
everlasting salvation, but ye would 
not ?’—({Sec. xliii, v. 25.) 


In the revelation concerning the 
civil war, given Dec. 1 1832, and 
partly fulfilled, we 


which has 
are told :— 

“And thus, with the sword, and 
bloodshed the inhabitants of the ear 
shall mourn; and with famine and 
plague, and earthquakes, and the 
thunder of heaven, and the fierce and 
vivid lightnings shall the inha- 
bitants of the earth made to feel 
the wrath and indignation and chas- 
tening hand of an Almighty God, 
until the consumption decreed hath 
made a full end of all nations.”—(Sec. 
Ixxxvii, v. 6.) 


The Book of Mormon is very plain 

ities and in giving the rea- 

sons for their infliction. Mormon 

himself describes the situation of the 

world when the book should come 
forth from the dust, in this wise :— 


“And it shall come in a day when 
the blood of saints shall cry unto the 
Lord, because of secret combinations 
and the works of darkness; 

“Yea, it shall come in a day when 
the power of God shall be denied, and 
churches become defiled, and shall be 
lifted up in the pride of their hearts; 
yea, even in a day when leaders of 
churches, and ers, in the pride 
of their hearts, even to the envying 
of them who belong to their churches ; 

“Yea, it shall come in a day when 
there shall be heard of fires, and tem- 

ta, and vapor of smoke in foreign 


ds 
“And there shall also be heard of 
wars, rumors of wars, and earthquakes 


in divers places 
shall come — when 
ere great utions upon 
m robbing, and lying, an 
— and whoredoms, and all 
manner of abominations; when there 
shall be many who will say, do this, 
or do that, and it mattereth not, for 
the Lord will uphold such at the last 
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day. But wo unto stich, for they are 
in the gall of bitterness, and in the 
bonds of iniquity.”"—(Chap. viii, v. 
27—31.) 


Nephi prophesied as follows :— 


“Bat behold in the last days, or in 
the days of the Gentiles; yea, behol 
all the nations of the Gentiles, an 
also the Jews, both those who shall 
come upon this land, and those who 
shall be on other lands; yea, upon 
all the lands of the earth; behold 
they will be drunken with iniquity 
and all manner of abominations. 

“And when that day shall com 
they shall be visited of the Lord o 
Hosts, with thunder, and with earth- 
quakes, and with a t noise, and 
with storm, and with tempest, and 
with the flame of devouring fire.”— 
(u Nephi, chap. xxvii, v. 1, 2.) 

“And they shall kill the prophets, 

and the saints, the depths of the earth 
shall swallow them up, saith the Lord 
of Hosts; and mountains shall car 
them away, and buildings shall f 
upon them, and crush them te pieces 
and grind them to powder ; 
“And they shall be visited with 
thunderings, and lightnings, and 
earthquakes, and all manner of des- 
tructions, for the fire of the anger of 
the Lord shall be kindled against 
them, and they shall be as stubble, and 
the day that cometh shall consume 
them, saith the Lord of Hosts.”— 
(Chap, xxvi, v. 5, 6.) 


Many other quotations might be 
given, showing that these troubles 
have been foretold, and that the rea- 
son for them is the wickedness of 
mankind and their rejection of the 
ag sent from God to the genera- 
tion. This may not explain the matter 
in such sequence of cause and effect 
as will satisfy minds that claim to be 
The idea that Su- 

reme Being takes any practica —— 
fn the affairs of men, they repudiate 
with lofty scorn. Some time it will 
dawn upon them that the Creator is 
an important factor in all scientific 
problems, and that casting Him out 
confuses all great questions concerning 
the universe and its inhabitants. 

But is it not reasonable to believe 
that the material elements in nature 


| 


are affected by the actions and feel- 
ings and sentiments of human beings? 
Is it not a fact which may be said to 
be demonstrated, that atmospheric 
and other material conditions affect 
the feelings, emotions, temperament, 
and actions of mankiud, particular! 
of those who are supersensitive? 
the inward nature of men is so affected 
by outward forces that murder, sui- 
cide, passion, tumult, and crime of 
various kinds are to some extent at- 
tributable to their influence upon the 
mind, is it not probable that those 
elements from which such forces pro- 
ceed are affected by the mental and 
spiritual conditions of mankind, and 

at thus the effects produced are re- 
ciproca] 

e believe that the material is 

primarily affected by the spiritual, for 
the spirit of things is their life. 
Wickedness of spirit, intent and de- 
sire, culminating in evil deeds, has its 
effect upon surrounding elements, and 

roduces or fosters malefic conditions. 
This is an evil and pores genera- 
tion. The spread of intelligence has 
not been accompanied by a corres- 
ponding spread of righteousness. But 
the power of evil has been increased 
with the acquisition of knowledge. 
The more light the greater sin, when 
deeds of darkness are done. That 
wickedness is increasing in the world 
at a rapid rate, all but optimists who 
blind their eyes to facts which dis- 
favor their theories, admit. Here is 
an extract from Zhe Churchman, an 


organ of the American Episcopal 
Charch :— 

“The present is a critical time in 
the history of religion and of morals. 
The Christian faith is assailed as 
never before on the ground of alleged 
conclusions of science, and of a criti- 
cism which is almost wholly destruc- 
tive. The mind of the people at large 
is affected by a prevalent . of in- 
difference and unbelief. The Church 
itself is subtly infected by worldliness 
and mammon- worship. Society is 
given up to a fierce pursuit of wealth 
and pleasure. The nation is shamed 
by a depravation of public morals, 
which could hardly exist without a 
terrible lowering of the standard of 
private morality. The foundation of 


society—the family—is daily loosened 
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as well as Christians 


by false theories which are but too 
easily reduced to practice. The whole 
ial framework is threatened by 
systems of socialism and communism, 
and even of anarchism, which are 
openly preached and eagerly received 
by the masses of the * Patriots 
nd good grounds 
—not for despair, nor even for too 
gloomy forebodings, but for the most 
earnest consideration of the problems 
of this present time and of the fast 
coming future.” 

These are facts which cannot be 
denied and ought not to be ignored. 
Corruption is spreading, religion is 
derided, God is rejected, disbelief 
prevails, and the judgments beginning 
to come as the ear make no 
impression upon a world drifting to 
its en the Johnstown 
was bursting upon its victims, the 
had three hours’ warning, but heeded 
it not. On a small e it was like 
the Noachean deluge. As it was in 
the days of Noah so it will be in the 
last days. The voice of warning will 
be uttered in vain except to a few. 
Infatuated, they will smile at the 
“enthusiasts” who utter it, while the 
more depraved will treat with vio- 
lence, even unto murder, the heralds 
and evangelists who sound the alarm. 

As sure as God lives, we are nearing 
the time of the d consummation. 
The signs in heaven and on earth are 
those given by the Savior as tokens 
of the approaching end.“ Their gra- 
dual manifestation is such that the 
boasting, defiant, sceptical world make 
light of them and say they were 
always suflered, not perceiving the 
coincidence of so many calamities 
with the preaching of “the Gospel of 
the kingdom as a witness to all na- 
tions,” and the fulfillment of other 
sayings of the Savior which were to 
be sure harbingers of His advent. 

Now let the Latter-day Saints give 
heed hy of — und 
“stand in holy that they ma 
not be moved” when God shall 
“shake terribly the earth.” Let sym- 
aged and help go out to the afflicted. 

t does not follow that they who suffer 
most are ter sinners than their 
fellows. e troubles impending in- 
voke solemn reflections and sad feel- 
ings, which are only relieved by the 


1 
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Saviors injunction to His Saints: 
“When ye see these thi lift up 
your heads and rejoice, for your re- 
demption draweth nigh.” And when 
the evil-minded mock and ruffians re- 
vile, remember the saying of Daniel 


concerning the time of the end: “The 
wicked shall do wickedly; and none 
of the wicked shall understand; but 
the wise shall understand. Deseret 
Weekly. 


A CHAPTER OF UNWRITTEN HISTORY. 


Ir was in the spring of the year 188—, 
in one of the settlements in our lovely 
Utah, that a came to a family 
— —5 of the husband and wife 
and two little children, that the hus- 
band and father was wanted to go on 
a mission to the United States, and 
inquiring if he could be ready to go 
in a month. 

The message was unexpected; it 
was not a mandate, but — the 
source from whence it came, and that 
the Gospel must be carried to all the 
nations, that they may be warned of 
the judgments to come, and that he, 
bearing a portion of the holy priest- 
hood, must do his share of the pw 
there was no question in his min 
what he should do, and without hesi- 
tation he sat down and wrote a letter 
to the effect that he would endeavor 
to be ready. That evening, as the 
family in prayer, the burden of 
the petition was that he might well 
and worthily fill the mission to which 
— through His servants had called 

im. 

He was a young man, born and 
raised in Utah, ae knew but little of 
the great, outside world, of its wicked- 
— its lack of faith in God; but 
he knew from the report of others 
that in going forth as a messenger of 

among the inhabitants of this 

nd his life would be in danger, that 

deceitful priests would urge their 

fanatical followers to mob and even 

kill the “ Mormon” Elders, and that a 
corrupt press would lend its aid. 

As he looked u his peaceful 
home, his loving wife and his innocent 
children, he felt it a sacrifice to thus 
leave those whom he loved better 


than life itself, but he believed the | Gos 
Gospel to be true, and duty was with 
— all other — 

t prov uite a to ao 
and although kind friends — neigh- 


bors aided him to the best of their 
ability, many little things which 
would have added to the comfort of 
his family during his absence were 
— — —— time. 

6 day parture nally 
arrived, and he bade good-bye to his 
wife and little ones, leaving them in 
the care of God and kind friends. 
to in one of the 

uthern States, and as time passed 
on he learned that the path of a mis- 
sionary is not one strewn with roses. 
His opportunities for preaching the 
were not — 
earnest, enegetic r could wis 
In the most cases he was refused 
public as well as private houses in 
which to hold meetings, because of 
the hatred and prejudice of the 
ple. He neverthe succeeded in 
making friends, and was enabled to 
baptize a few honest souls. Although 
he was many times hun and foot- 


— 
en em n ut than 
God that he was deemed worthy to 
suffer for the Gospel's sake, as did 
God's servants in former times. 

We will now leave him and return 
to his family. 

It will create no wonder if we say 
that the wife felt lonesome after her 
beloved husband left her, and she 
found that a great many things fell to 
her lot todo now, that her husband 
had always done when he was home; 
for though her neighbors were kind 
to her, yet they had their own work 
to do, and she was obliged to do a 
great many 28 to which she was 
unaccustomed. But she was a brave 
little woman, and her faith in the 
was not less than her hus- 
band’s, and she was willing also to 
endure privations when necessary. 

Letters passed between them quite 
regularly, and were a great source of 
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comfort to both, and as a year and a 
half passed each began looking for- 
ward to the time soon to come when 
they should again meet and rejoice in 
each other’s society. One evening as 
she was sitting alone with her little 
children, telling them that their papa 
would soon be home, a knock was 
made on the door, and the Bishop and 
one of the neighbors entered. Her 

uick eye detected immediately some- 
thing unusual; they seemed uneasy 
and disturbed, and as they seemed to 
hesitate: telling their errand, she in a 
frightened, tremulous voice asked 
them what was the matter. The 
Bishop said: “ Sister, we have a tele- 

m from Y [the place where 

er husband was laboring, ] and it 
contains some serious news. ear 
sister, remember we are all in the 
hands of God, His will be done.” 

She be ere to her feet, and with 
blanched cheeks and quivering lips, 
gasped: “Oh, don’t keep me in sus- 

nse, tell me the- worst; is my hus- 

nd—?” She could not say the word 
—dead. 

Neither of the brethren could an- 
swer, their emotions choked their 
utterance, and she read her answer in 
their countenances, and with a look 
of indescribable agony upon her face 
she fell with a low moan to the floor 
in a swoon. 

One of the brethren ran and brought 
a nvighboring sister, and with her aid 
they succeeded, after some labor, in 
restoring consciousness; but oh! what 
a look was upon her face! It was 
one of unutterable anguish and des- 
pair, and she moaned: “ Oh, my God, 
my God!” and wrung her hands 

— She called her little chil- 

n to her, and clasping them in her 
arms, cried: “Oh, my darling chil- 
dren, papa will never come back to us 
any more, wicked men have taken his 


| 
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life. Ob, why did do it—why 
did they thus tear him from us when 
he never injured them!” 

It was a heart-rendi one 
that caused tears to flow from all pre- 
sent, and one that is forever riveted 
upon their memories, 

We will draw a vail over this har- 
rowing picture, and only state that 
the husband and father, of whom we 
here write, was murdered by a mob 
of masked fanatics while endeavoring 
to teach them the principles of life 
and salvation as taught by our Lord 
and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

Is it possible the above can be true! 
Is. it possible that men are thus in 
our day allowed to murder their fel- 
low creatures for preaching their be- 
lief? Yes, it is true. It is true that 
to-day the United States of America 
is the only land upon the earth where 
the lives of our Elders are not safe. 
The land that, loudest of all, boast- 
fully guarantees life, liberty, and the 
—— of happiness to all within its 

rders, and styles itself the home for 
the oppressed of all nations, is the 
only land where our Elders have been 
murdered. Not even in the old 
world, where despotism in some in- 
stances reigns supreme, can a parallel 
be found to the facts which have here 
been related. We would, in European 
history, have to go back to the middle 
ages to find anything like it; while 
in this land it is by no means an un- 
usual occurrence. It is a dark stain 
on the American escutcheon, one 
which every patriotic citizen should 
endeavor to e and the earnest 
object of all should be to make this 
land indeed a land of liberty; and 
may God speed the day when free- 
dom of conscience and the protection 
to all creeds of their just rights shall 
be vouchsafed!—E. P. MarquaRpson, 
in the Juvenile Instructor. 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 
— 0 — 
Severe earthquake shocks have been felt at Charlestown, South Carolina; also at 
Djarkend, in the Government of Semvienchinsk, Central Asia, the latter place being 


half destroyed. 


Berlin, June 30.—Thirty-six buildings, with à large quantity of machinery, were 


burned at Luxemburg to-day. The roof of St. 


Loss, 12,000,000 marks. 


Nicholas’ Church was also destroyed. 
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Mail advices which have reached San Francisco report that the River, in 
China, has overflowed its bank, causing disastrous floods. It is stated that 6,000 persons 
have been drowned, and that 10,000 are rendered homeless. 

Terrific rain storms, causing serious floods, have occurred in the district west of Chicago, 
at Cincinnati, and at other points. A cloud-burst is reported from the Little Kanawha 
Valley, in West Virginia, resulting in the loes of about a dozen lives and serious damage 
to property. 

Franklin, Pa., July 3.—This section of country was visited by a terrific rain and wind 
storm last night that did a terrible amount of damage. Hundreds of derricks were 
blown down, and on Billy Hill, south of this city, several barns were blown over and the 
damage to growing crops is heavy. In this city gardens are totally destroyed, cellars 
flooded, and outhouses washed away. 

New York, July 14. —Great alarm has been occasioned by an earthquake in California. 
The shocks were felt in many parts of the State, but so far they have not been very 
severe. People are apprehensive of a recurrence of the earthquake with greater vio- 
lence, and some are even leaving the district for a while. 

A distinct shock of earthquake, lasting several seconds, was felt in the Island of Arran 
and along the west coast of Cantyre, recently. The tremor was accompanied by a loud 
rumbling noise, but the weather at the time was cool and clear. The people rushed from 
their houses in alarm, thinking that the place was falling. In the Clachan Hotel, Tar- 
bert, the furniture was shaken violently. 

Great damage has been caused by storms of wind and rain during the second week of 
this month in the States of Indiana, Illinois, and Pennsylvania. In some instances the 
crops have been ruined. At Susquehanna, Pennsylvania, trees and outhouses were 
razed, and then washed away by the floods. The streets of the place were deluged, but, 
despite the furious rush of the surplus waters, there was no loss of human life. 

One of the most violent thunderstorms experienced for many years passed over Flint, 
North Wales, on the 17th inst. When the storm was at its height a deluge of rain gave 


out the fireplace and shaking the house to its foundations. 
New York, July 14.—Serious floods have occurred near Baltimore by the sudden swel- 


To-day (July 18th) a record of accidents ay, Sees spe field mentions a series of forest 


fires which have occurred in Oregon and W erri Immense tracts of trees 
and grass have been and the total loss is at $1,000,000. Mil- 
usetts, comes of an accident such as is only too frequen 
witnessed in — 2 — — — 
seats, consisting uence excessiveness of its human 
burden. Bight hundred people were precipitated to the ground Some were jammed 
heavy masses of 2 
no 


were The injuries were numerous severe, tho 

life is reported to have resulted from the accident. Dakota has, y speaking 
jumped out of the frying pan only to fall into the fire. The heavy winds that prevailed 
when the wheat 32 unearthed and blew much of it away, and now 
we learn that such wheat as sprang up and approached maturity has been 1 in 


way to hail, the stones being even bigger than marbles, and the destruction of glass was 
very great. The lightning struck Huntley Lodge, a large mansion occupied by Mrs. 
Bower, and situated on the Chester-road. The chimneys were completely demolished, 
and the roof shattered. The lightning made its way down one of the chimneys, tearing 
ling of two small streams known as Herring Run and Moor’s Run. A waterspout burst 
in the neighborhood, and the water rushed in great force down the channels named, 
bursting two small dams, and washing away houses, bridges, farm buildings and cattle. 
Several people were overtaken by the flood and drowned, but the exact loss of life is not 
yet known. A similar disaster, resulting from a heavy downpour of rain, has occurred 
at Soldier’s Creek, Nebraska. Four persons are known to have been drowned, and there 
is reason to fear that many others shared the same fate. 
a or now, e deficiency 
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MONDAY, JULY 27, 1889. 


THE TESTIMONY OF PROPHECY. 


— — 
[CONCLUDED FROM PAGE 459.] 


PRSTILEN OES. 
Awful plague of cholera in R 1871. 
_ Great loss — life from cholera in the United States, 1873. 


Plague in 17 ia, 1876. 
Great life from yellow fever in the United 1878 
Fiearful havoc from core typhus in Morocco, 1879. 
Yellow fever plague in the United States, 1879. 
75,000 deaths from cholera in Spain alone, 1885. 
Many thousands dying from smallpox in Morocco, 1888, 
Epidemie of yellow fever in the United States, 1888. 
Yellow Fever epidemic at Rio Janeiro, 1889. 
Cholera in Shan Tung, China ; over 500,000 deaths, 1889. 
The Phillipine Islands afflicted with cholera, many deaths, 1889 


GREAT HAIL-STORMS. 


July — Bergen County, New Jersey, was visited with a terrific hail- 
storm. Much of the hail which fell was the size of turkeys’ eggs, and crashed 

t Sylhet, in — 5 stones fell weig ing nearly a po 

Immense damage age by storms in Eastern Russia, a number of people being 
killed by the hail, and 12,100 acres of corn cut to pieces. 

March 13, 1879, hailstones as large as cricket balls fell in the Tipperah 
District, Eastern Ben ngal 

At Delhi and Mo ad, India, hailstones said to weigh 2 lbs. fell, 150 
persons killed, 1888. 

GREAT TIDAL WAVES. 


— the night of July 4, 1871, the sea broke in upon the city of Hiogo, doing 
grea damage. 

On January 27 and — 22 sea rose above its level, doing 
damage estimated at 

Huge tidal wave on the coast of 7 1886. 

Millions of dollars’ worth of property and thousands of lives lost in 
Louisiana and Texas by tidal waves, 1886. 
5 wave visited Baracoa, Cuba, destroying 300 huts and houses 

STORMS. 


It is estimated that in one night 26,000,000 tons of water fell in London 
alone. This was was equal to one-ninth of a year’s supply. Culverts burst, pave- 
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ments were forced up, the basements of thousands of houses were filled with 
water, and immense damage was done, 1878. 

November 16, 1878, there was great distress caused at the city of Norwich 
by continuous and copious rainfalls. 

A 3, 1879 (Saturday night and Sun 1 a terrific storm of 
thunder, lightning, hail and rain, visited the midland counties of this 
country. people in different localities were terrified, and in some places 
special services were held in the churches to offer thanksgiving for the — 
servation of the inhabitants. At the same time there was a terrific thunder- 
storm in Denmark ; more than a hundred farms and houses were destroyed, 
and about 50 people killed. 

On August 13, 1879, a storm accompanied with fearful lightning and 
thunder visited Coventry, Kenilworth, Bedford, etc. Rain fell for two hours 
in torrents. On the same day Belfast, Ireland, had a similar visitation ; the 
7 being made as bright as day by the lurid flashes of lightning. 

n the early part of July, 1880, many portions of this country were visited 
by fearful thunderstorms. “The lightning streaked and streamed in blindin 
flashes, while the thunder rolled and reverbated in terrific peals.” Seve 
people were killed. | 

July 17, 1880, there was a repetition of these terrific thunderstorms. Un- 
usual phenomena were witnessed in connection with them. Two balls of fire 
met directly above Prince’s Road, Liverpool, and about 11 p.m. a lunar rain- 
bow was seen at Waterloo. Several buildings were struck by lightning. At 
Gweedore, Ireland, a cloud-burst broke in the roof of a church, and eleven 
people were drowned. 

nA t 12, 1884, Scotland was visited by an appalling thundersto 
and the darkness of night was witnessed at mid-day. The lightning exhibi 
strange phenomena. 

In J * 1886, there was a phenomenal snowstorm in the United States. 
Railroad c from the Rockies to the Atlantic seaboard was interrupted. 

The winter of 1886-7 was remarkable in the West and North-west of the 
United States for the worst storms known to science. 

During a blizzard in the North-western States of America in the winter of 
1887-8, hundreds of people perished. 

March 12, 1888, New York was visited by the worst snowstorm ever known 
in that region ; business was almost entirely suspended; navigation ; 
the os of ‘the Postoffice was paralyzed. Philadelphia suffered almost 
equally. 

At 8 deluges of rain fell, and several hundreds of people were 
drowned, 1888, 

A great storm occurred in Chee Foo, China, 1889. 

April 7, 1889, there was a terrific storm in Virginia and Lower Maryland. 

A terrible storm in Southern Hungary; many houses demolished, 1889. 

About May 30, 1889, a thunderstorm of unusual violence raged for three 
days, causing great destruction of property, at Hong Kong, China 


| WAR. 

The Gazette de St. Petersburg has published the following statistics 
respecting the cost in blood and treasure of recent wars:—The Crimean 
War cost 750,000 lives and £340,000,000; the Italian War, 1859, 45,000 
lives and £60,000,000; the Schleswig-Holstein War, 1864, 3,000 lives and 
£700,000; the war between Austria and Prussia with Italy, 1866, 45,000 
lives and £66,000,000; the Mexican expedition, 60,000 lives and £40,000,000 ; 
the Franco-Prussian War, 1870-71, 215,000 lives and £500,000,000 ; the Turco- 
Servian War, 25,000 lives; the Russo-Turkish War, 600.000 lives and 
£250,000,000; the War of Secession in the United States, 1861-5, 800,000 lives 
and £1,509.000,000. Total loss in men 2,584,000, and the total cost was 
£2,743,000,000, or about $13,715,000,000. This report does not include the 
losses sustained in @ number of minor wars which have occurred since the 

war was fought. 


5 
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We conclude our remarks on prophecy this week, not because there is 
nothing more to say on the subject, but for the reason that we do not 
wish to weary our readers. Among other matters, aside from those already 
mentioned in this article, which were made the themes of public prophecy 
by Joseph Smith, we instance that the speedy gathering of the Jews to 
Jerusalem was foretold; and on the 15th day of April, 1840, Apostle Orson 
Hyde left Commerce, Illinois, on a mission to Jerusalem for the purpose 
of re-dedicating the land of Palestine as a home for the long-dispersed 
Israelites. In harmony with the prophecy and the consecration of the land, 
there are at present about 30,000 Jews in Jerusalem, whereas eight years 
ago there were only 5,000. 

There is also the remarkable prophecy relating to the beginning, at 
South Carolina, of the great civil warin America. It was stated also that 
that war should “eventually terminate in the death and misery of many 
souls;” that slaves should be marshalled and disciplined for battle; and 
that the Southern States should call upon this nation (Great Britain) for 
aid and assistance against the Northern States. How all these prophecies 
were fulfilled are matters of history. 

Again, in the Book of Mormon which was brought forth by Joseph Smith, 
it is prophecied that there should be no kings of the Gentiles upon the land 
of America, and whosoever should raise up a king contrary to the words of 
that prophecy should perish (see pages 84, 85). Napoleon, Emperor of France, 
adopted a course towards Mexico which gave a fine opportunity for testing 
the matter. What was the result? His tool, the unfortunate Maximillian, 
was shot by the people whom he was sent to rule. Napoleon himself died 
miserably, doubtless of a broken heart, because of his overwhelming defeat 
at the hands of the Germans; and finally, that there might not be left to 
him either root or branch, his son was slain in a petty war in Africa. The 
fulfillment of the prophecy was speedy and terrible. 

Then, there are the prophecies which relate to the people of God establish- 
ing themselves in the Rocky Mountains of America, where they are to-day. 
The persecutions which this people have endured were also spoken of, and 
it was foretold, too, that the Church should stand in spite of all the 
opposition arrayed against it, and it has done so. 

We might continue enumerating matters which have been made the themes 
of public prophecy by the inspired men whom God has raised up in this 
Church, but we forbear. Outside of those belonging to the classes of general 
predictions mentioned, there are thousands of the membership of this Church 
who have had prophecies given them respecting their own individual con- 
cerns, and they freely testify to their fulfillment. 

Our readers have been supplied in recent numbers of the Stak with con- 
siderable data which show conclusively that the judgménts of God are being 
poured out upon the people of this world. This is in accordance with the 
inspired predictions uttered by Joseph Smith. It is written in the Doctrine 
and Covenauts, sec. lxxxviii, 90, as follows: “And also cometh the testimony 
of the voice of tbunderings, and the voice of lightnings, and the voice of 
tempests, and the voice of the waves of the sea heaving themselves beyond 
their bounds.” These voices were to follow after the Elders of the Church 
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had gone forth warning the people that the wrath of Ged was impending 
over them. Under the topics of Storms, Cyclones, Tornadoes, and Hurri- 
canes, the reader will find ample references to enables him to perceive how 
literally that portion of the prophecy which relates to thunderings, lightnings, 
and tempests is being verified. What is said in reference to the sea heaving 
itself beyond bounds is deserving of particular notice. This is a phenomenon 
which is a peculiar distinguishment of the present period. When the pro- 
phecy respecting this matter was uttered, the waves of the sea were in par 
restrained within their customary bounds, and they gave no intimation of the 
probable fulfillment of the predictions which relate to them. But however 
strange and unlikely their prospective verification was at that time, nota 
single word has failed. 

Again it is written that after the establishment of this Church, and before 
the great day of the Lord shall come, the people shall be called upon by the 
voice of thunderings, and by the voice of lightnings, and by the voice of 
tempests, and by the voice of earthquakes, and great hailstorms, and by 
the voice of famines and pestilences of every kind” (Doc. and Cov. xiiii, 
25). Those interested can turn to the data given heretofore in relation to 
hailstorms, famine, and pestilences or plagues, and determine for them- 
selves whether or not the prophecies relating to these things are being 
fulfilled. | 

We find it further recorded as follows: “And there shall be earthquakes 
also in divers places, and many desolations; yet men will harden their hearts 
against me (God), and they will take up the sword, one against another, and 
they will kill one another” (Doc. and Cov. xlv, 33). This was to transpire 
before the generation should all pass away which was living when the fulness 
of the Gospel was restored by the Lord through Joseph Smith ; and conse- 
quently the time is embraced in the present period. The “many desolations” 
comprehend the destruction of life and property by floods (though these may 
be also included under storms and tempests), by fires, railway disasters, 
colliery explosions, shipwrecks, wars, etc. The desolation caused by these 
agencies in recent times is appalling. Some of them are spoken of more 
definitely than by the general term of “desolations.” Nephi, whose prophecy 
was brought to light by Joseph Smith, writes: “Behold, my brethren, I say 
unto you, that these things must shortly come; yea, even blood, and fire, and 
vapor of smoke must come” (Book of Mormon, 1 Nephi xxii, 18). The time 
when these things should be manifested is shortly after the Lord establishes 
His marvellous work upon the earth (see verse 8), and consequently covers 
the days in which we are living. By “blood,” Nephi means war, and the 
statistics relating to recent wars show that the time of “blood” has come. 
Again: “And when that day shall come, they shall be visited of the Lord of 
Hosts with thunder, and with earthquake, and with a great noise, and with 
storm, and with tempest, and with flame of devouring fire” (u Nephi xxvii, 
2). From the context (chap. xxvi, 14), we learn that the “day” or time here 
spoken of is the present, which is truly a day of “devouring fire.” With 
respect to the destruction of life and property by shipwrecks, etc., it is 
said: “Behold, there are many dangers upon the waters, and more espe- 
cially hereafter: For I, the Lord, have decreed in mine anger, many destruc- 
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tions upon the waters” (Doc. and Oov. Ixi, 4, 5). No data relating to losses 
of this character have been given, for our columns are too limited. 104 
The prophecies which we have considered are so numerous and definite, 
and they have already been too literally fulfilled not to be perfectly compe- 
tent to establish the claims of the Saints that Joseph Smith was a prophet of 
God. His prophecies embrace almost every topic of interest connected with 
the temporal welfare of humanity; and among them all there is not a single 
one which is not either already fulfilled or in process of fulfillment as rapidly 
as time will admit. We commend these matters to the careful attention of 
every reader. It is simply impossible that a person uninspired of God could 
have foreseen with unerring prescience all the future events that were un- 
veiled to the vision of the human instrument by whom this Church was 
founded. The proof that Joseph Smith’s mission was divine is rapidly 
accumulating, and he shall yet be written down in history as one of the 
greatest prophets this world has ever seen. B. 


NEwoasTLE ConFERENCE.—Meetings of the Newcastle Conterence will be 
held in Eldon Hall, 2, Clayton-street, Newcastle-on-Tyne, Sunday, August 
25, 1889. Services commence at 10.30 a.m., 2 and 6 p.m. 


MINUTES OF THE BIRMINGHAM CONFERENCE, 
HELD AT HOCKLEY. CHAPEL, HUNTERS VALE, BIRMINGHAM, ON SUNDAY, 
JULY 7, 1889. 

—0 


Etprrs present from Utah :—Presi- | 7 had emigrated, and 8 had removed; 
dent George Teasdale, of the Euro- 6 had been excommunicated, and 3 
— Mission; George H. Baugh, | had died. 

ident of, and George F. Jarvis, The condition of the Districts and 
Leonard J. Jordan, Philip Hurst, Branches were reported as follows: 
John S. Howard, John F. Squires, | Elder Jarvis, the Northampton; El- 
and John S. Heurickson, Traveling | der Jordan, the Wolverhampton Dis- 
Elders in the Birmingham Confer- | trict; Elder George Spokes, the Bir- 


ence. mingham and: Elder Will Clay- 
10.30am. don, the Northampton Branch. The 
Conference opened by singin reports of these brethren showed that 


President Baugh expressed the | the Saints generally were endeavoring 
satisfaction he had in his labors; de- | to live their religion and perform 
sired that the Spirit of God should be | their duties: yet some had me 
upon the speakers at this Conference, | indifferent through loss of the Holy 
and that the Saints and strangers | Spirit, and did not manifest a dis- 

resent might all be edified. e position to serve God or otherwise 

ders laboring with him were ener- | comply with the requirements of the 
getic and ar all they could for the Cease! In some of the rural dis- 
of the work of God. He tricts the} Saints were considerably 
presented the financial and statistical oe by the unjust domimation 
reports of the Conference for the half | of their employers and others, who 
year ending June 30, 1889, which | sought to prevent them from attend- 
were approved by the Conference by ing the meetings. The people gene- 
a unanimous vote. The latter report rally seemed indifferent and slow to 
showed there were in the Conference, | investigate the principles of the Gos- 
1 High Priest, 7 Seventies, 37 Elders, pel, or accept the testimonies of the 


8 Pri 11 Texchers, 12 Deaco ers; yet a few were inqui 
230 — officers and — — the doctrine of the Gh 
bers. There have been 6 baptisms, | of Christ, and the prospect was that 


7 
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such who were honest would obey 
the Gospel. There was much pre- 
judice caused through the many false 
reports concerning the Saints in Utah. 
resident Teasdale addressed the 
Conference, referring to the defama- 
tory rumors and statements respect- 
ing the character of the Saints made 
by our enemies—they were so absurd 
that he could not conceive how sane 
——— could give credence to such 
alsehoods. It seemed as if the 
ple preferred error to truth, which 
certainly was most unfortunate for 
themselves. Personally he was in- 
terested in the establishment of the 
kingdom of God and the salvation of 
the human family. He had very 
little confidence in the wisdom of 
man to accomplish this, or to amelio- 
rate the condition the people. 
History bore testimony that the peo- 
ple of the world been unfortu- 
nate in their judgment concerning 
spiritual matters, for they had always 
rejected men sent of God, while the 
panned their tombs, and receiv 
alse prophets or teachers with open 


arms. had restored to the earth 
His Gospel and the authority to pro- 
claim it. The Saints should be ex- 


emplary, and practice the principles 
of righteousness. God would gather 
the obedient from Babylon and teach 
them of His ways. e would also 
come with swift judgment upon this 
generation, and make an end of pride 
and wickedness. 
Benediction by Elder Hurst. 


2.30 p.m. 
After singing, and prayer by Elder 
Jarvis, the ment was admini- 


stered by Elders Henrickson and 


uires. 
he general and local authorities 
of the Church were presented and 
unanimously sustained. 
Elder Henrickson bore testimon 
to the divinity of the Gospel, whic 
nteed to the believers a know- 
edge of its truth by the principle of 
revelation from God, in the same 
manner that {the Apostle Peter ob- 
tained a knowledge that Christ was 
the Son of God. He desired that 


God would bestow His Spirit upon 
the Saints, that they,.might live in 


‘the moral courage 
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— with the requirements of 
the Gospe 
Elder Squires said he felt desirous 
to do his duty, proclaiming the prin- 
ciples of salvation to the people, and 
endeavoring to allay the prejudice 
and correct the false notions enter- 
tained relative to the character and 
teaching of the Latter-day Saints. 
Yet he found that people y 
preferred to accept error er than 
the principles truth. Many ex- 
pressed their approval of the doc- 
trines taught by the Elders, but lacked 
to obey them.. 
Elder Hurst spoke upon the neces- 
sity of agen — in attending meet- 
ings. ” that by meeti 
often together the Saints acqui 
spiritual strength, Tr them to 
overcome the evils of the world. 
Neglect of duty invariably led to in- 
difference and apostacy. He knew 
that the authorities of the Church 
were men who a the people by 
— and example, and otherwise 
bored for the welkare of the people. 
Elder Jordan said the message the 
Elders had to deliver to the world 
comprised the truthsjof heaven, an 
if complied with, good results woul 
follow; the consequence of rejecting 
them would be condemnation. Ad- 
vised the Saints to be — 
show their faith by their wor f 
Elder Howard expressed the joy 
and satisfaction he had realized in 
labors. He felt thankful for the kind 
treatment he had received from the 
Saints; bore testimony to the divinit 
of the Gospel taught by the Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 
and of the good results that accrue 
to those who obey its precepts. 
Benediction by President Baugh. 


6.30 p.m. 
After singing, and prayer by Elder 
Howard 
President Teasdale occupied the 
evening discoursing on the first prin- 
ciples, the atonement andjman’s rela- 
tionship to God. He said the first 
r of the Gospel was to fear 
and worship Him who made the 
heavens, the earth, the sea, and the 
fountains of waters, and its object 
was to place mankind in the posses- 
sion of the highest intelligence. I 
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the 6 desire a remission of their 
sins and salvation in the kingdom of 
God, they must accept the conditions 
embodied in the doctrines of Christ. 
Not every one who believed and said 
Lord, Lord, would enter the king- 
dom, but those who did the will of 
God. The love of God consisted in 
2 His commandments, Christ 
said, unless a man was born again he 
could not see the kingdom of God. 
No man by reason of * ** — 
could find out God. e could not 
be comprehended but by the princi- 
ple of revelation, and it was the pri- 


vilege of the believer in this to 


obtain a living testimony of the 

pel in the same manner that the an- 
cient Saints obtained it. We are 
living in the hour of God’s judgment, 
the pel is being ed for a 
witness, and the testimonies of the 
Elders will be followed by vivid light- 
ning and awful voice of wars, famine, . 
pestilence and destruction. In con- 
clusion, bore testimony to the divine 
mission of Joseph Smith, and en- 
treated 2 om to accept the Gospel, 

Singing. nediction. 
Epwin Horn, Clerk. 


— 


THE HOLY GHOST. 


Tu great moving power of Mor- 
monism” is not the spirit of human 
wisdom, or it would long since have 
succumbed to the inevitab e, or modi- 
fied itself vastly to meet its emergencies. 

The secret of its success and the 
assurance of its triumph is the will 
of the Father, and the “gift of the 
Holy Ghost,” a gift not confined to its 
officials or administrators, but as the 
heritage of all its members, without 
distinction of the accident of 
birth, or the nationality of its recipient. 

This gift is conferred by authority, 
yet it is “the gift of God,” and only 
to the humble and obedient, who re- 
ceive the fullness of the Gospel, and 


finally become born again. 


There is “a measure of the spirit” 
ven to every one who cometh into 
e world that they may profit withal; 
this is without discrimination, exist- 
ing in heathendom, sectarianism, and 
where no special pretense or conclu- 


‘sion has been reached in regard to 


God and religious things. 

This is the light of conscience, the 
parent of faith, the stimulus to repent- 
—_ and the prompter of all 
words and work; sacrifice, philan- 
thropy, zeal, are of its posterity, but 
it does not “lead and guide men into 
all truth” as does the power of the 
Holy Ghost; nevertheless it utilizes 
truths which are preserved in all 
forms of faith, and is the handmaid of 
Deity in saving mankind measurably, 
by wing that good which is pos- 
sible from systems and things not 
directly ordained of God. 


The Holy Ghost given in connec- | 
tion with the Priesthood and the Gos- 
pel is the power of life, the key to 
— ; it alone is a revealer of 

as He is, for by it men know that 
God lives, that Jesus is the Chri 
and the Gospel is true; and that tes- 
timony is not in the word only, it 
comes in power and in much assur- 


ance. 
By this divine force in those who 


‘receive it, men are sustained in cala- 


mity, in trial, in persecution, in pri- 
son, and in death; through it bach 
blossoms into knowledge, and hope 
fruits into certainty, as nat as 
the earth swells to beauty to 
riches, beneath the showers 
and ki * sunshine of summer s 
32 1 * ys. 

tis thus that we can say Mor- 
monism is true,” in a far different 
sense and with more onpeoms force 
than men can say that Methodism, 
Presbyterianism, or Catholicism is 
true; these are f entary, contain- 
ing some of the elements of truth, 
some principles which are eternal, 
some things which preserve them 
from putrefaction, and so partially 
meet the inner wants of man. 


But the Gospel is perfect, harmoni- 
ous, complete. It is of ; ithasa 
which is certain of fulfill- 


ment; no alloy of _ —.— — 
composition enters into its componen 

hit: una it would be impossible to 
pervert its genius or enlarge its hori- 
zon on the — of human wisdom, as 
it would be to expunge its authoritive 
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teaching, or reverse the order of its “Mormonism” as it is called is 
authoritive requirements and ordi- grand, it is Godlike, it is efficient; it 
nance, a can never be superseded, nor can any 
This gives it — * this ensures — 2 all other vam 2 gi ve 
its permanence, this is guarantee that advancement, that prog 
of — triumph; it is salvation first that eternal increase which comes o 
and last, in as in its whole, and | the Holy Ghost in the order of 
there can be no heart obedience to its | by obedience to the Gospel as reveal 
constituent principles and ordinances | in Jesus Christ, and renewed in our 
but must inevitably secure its quota dey by His servant Joseph Smith.— 
of power to bless and increase the | Editorial in Zion’s Home Monthly. 
humblest of its votaries. 


UTAH NEWS. 
— 
(Summarised from Territorial Papers.) 
Pick-pockets are once more getting in good work at Salt Lake City. 
Mason work on the Agricultural College at Logan was began on Wednesday, 
June 26th, 
Two deaths from diphtheria occurred in Hyrum, Cache County, during the 
last week in June. : | 
The academy, city hall, and addition to the co-op. store, are the leading 
improvements for the town of Kaysville this season. 
On Wednesday evening, June 26th, Bishop Jardine, of Clarkston, Cache 
County, was severely injured in the head and shoulder by a runaway in 
Logan. 


Most of the fruit crop of Beaver has been destroyed by a kind of worm; 
but some orchards situated on the damper ground have not been visited by 
the insect. 


There are millions of grasshoppers at Parowan and in that vicinity. As 
yet they have done no great damage, and no great fears are entertained as to 
their future work. 

Mr. C. Olsen, of Mayfield, Sanpete County, had a narrow escape from 
death on June 28nd. He had just left his chaff-house when the latter fell in 
with a tremendous crash, completely burying the bed on which he had been 
lying. 

On June 19th, the Nephi Savings Bank and Trust Company was organized 
at that city, with a capital stock of $50,000. The directors are: George 
Whitmore, President; Walter L Browne, Vice-President; James Forshee, J. 
E. Clinton, L. A Hills, James M. Peterson, J. H. Erickson. The cashier is 
Alma Hague, of the First National Bank at Nephi. Among the stockholders 
are President George Q. Cannon, Frank Jennings, Wm. H. King, John B. 
Milner, Wm. Probert, and other prominent men of the Territory. We are 
informed that there was a great rush for stock, and that three times as much 
could have been sold as was disposed of. There are thirty shareholders in 
all. Twenty-five thousand dollars of the capital stock is paid up, and 25 per 
cent. of the remainder is to be paid in thirty days from the date of organiza- 
tion. 
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